HEALTH TECHNICIAN, GS-640-7

Position No.

The incumbent functions as Anesthesiology Technician in Anesthesiology Service and as such is responsible to provide anesthesia support services throughout the medical center in conjunction with surgical procedures requiring anesthesia.

I.  PRINICIPAL DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES

The incumbent will:

1.
Be responsible for setting up the anesthesia machines in each operating room prior to the beginning of the scheduled OR day, including breathing circuit apparatus, cardiac monitors, suction and other disposable or recleanable apparatus that might be required.  This includes maintenance of standardized anesthesia carts to assure that appropriate drugs and supplies are available to staff anesthesiologists.

2.
Calibrate oxygen analyzers using piped 02.  Any failure to calibrate must be checked in the same location with the working analyzer.  Any subsequent failure to calibrate must be checked against tank O2.  Any anesthesia machine found not to be dispensing an accurate FI02 must be removed from service.  This task is done without supervision and is critically important to the adequate functioning of this position.

3.
Set up IV lines and pressure lines for specialty catheters, including CVP, arterial, and pulmonary catheters.  Set up and calibrate cardiac output apparatus.  Obtain and calculate hemodynamic data.

4.
Remove all special and reusable material after cases and be responsible for cleaning in accordance with Infection Control policies for the transmission of disease.

5.
Assist anesthesiologists in placement of pulmonary artery catheters, central venous catheters and arterial lines.  Knowledge of sterile technique is required in order to provide sterile hands-on assistance.  Provide assistance to anesthesiologists performing regional anesthesia on patients.

6.
Perform laboratory tests in the operating room as agreed between Anesthesiology Service and Laboratory Service.  Assist in research, educational and quality management activities.

7.
Be available to respond during the conduct of cases for emergency anesthesia supply and equipment requests.  This requires careful and thoughtful response to a wide variety of requests in a stressful and rushed situation.

8.
Be required to develop knowledge of equipment which the incumbent works with, including (but not limited to) anesthesia machines, electronic monitoring equipment and optical diagnostic equipment in order to perform routine maintenance and repair of equipment.

9.
Operate the auto transfusion machine and related equipment in both scheduled and emergent surgical cases.  Assess and evaluate the need for auto transfusion and make recommendations to surgeons and anesthesiologists.

10.
Be to adapt anesthesia systems to remote areas of the medical center at any time without direct supervision and in a timely manner.  This includes assembling and operating life support equipment including ventilators, cardiac monitors and laboratory instruments.

11.
Have full operational knowledge of delicate laboratory instruments including blood gas analyzers, co-oximeters, glucometer and activated clotting time.  Must have troubleshooting abilities and must know quality control techniques and regulations in order to perform quality control procedures and to calibrate equipment regularly.

12.
Will be available for emergency call back to the medical center as assigned by the Chief Technician.  Must be willing to perform all other anesthesia technician related duties as assigned by the Chief Technician.

II.  KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS REQUIRED BY THE POSITION

The incumbent is required to have some education or training as a health technician in order to adequately provide the services required by this position.  He/she must be familiar with the functioning and requirements of a surgical suite and the processes and requirements of anesthesia care in particular.  However, some specific training may occur on the job.  The incumbent will demonstrate the ability to learn to utilize and maintain a wide variety of health care equipment in order to provide the necessary assistance to anesthesiologists and surgeons in direct patient care activities.  The incumbent will need to demonstrate the presence of mind to work efficiently and accurately in stressful situations and to provide rapid responses to patient care needs without specific instruction.  After complete training, the incumbent must be able to demonstrate the initiative and judgment required to take evening and weekend call responsibility and function independently on those cases that occur during the incumbent's call.  The incumbent must be certified to operate the auto transfuser and must demonstrate the ability to interpret and comprehend patient diagnosis.  Must be able to orally communicate and understand medical terminology and make recommendations on patient care actions based on that knowledge.

III.  SUPERVISORY CONTROLS

The incumbent functions as a member of the anesthesia care team.  As such, he/she will be relied on to act independently, utilizing judgment regarding details of accomplishing his work mission.  Work is checked by supervisor at infrequent intervals on approximately a weekly basis.  The incumbent is under the direct supervision of the Chief Anesthesiology Technician, however the incumbent's supervision in clinical matters is provided by the anesthesiologist in charge of that particular patient.

IV.  GUIDELINES

Many of the anesthesia technician skills required by this position are formally taught on the job.  There are generally accepted guidelines and written procedures which should be integrated as necessary for each specific patient care activity, including sterile technique, equipment setup and maintenance, and provision of supplies.  The incumbent is expected to be familiar with all hospital activities and policies that have a direct or indirect impact on Anesthesiology Service.  The incumbent will conduct his/herself in a professional manner at all times keeping patient safety and care at the forefront of all activities.

V.  COMPLEXITY

The incumbent will be responsible for coordination of technical support for all anesthesia related areas within the medical center.  These areas include the operating room, post-anesthesia recovery room, pre-op area, surgical intensive care unit, medical intensive care unit and the radiology suite.  This involves assembly, checking for proper function and calibration of complex life support equipment, assembly of components for invasive monitoring, maintenance of inventories of essential materials, providing direct hands on assistance to the anesthesiology staff and occasional repair of equipment malfunction (sometimes during patient care activities).  The incumbent will be responsible for analysis of technical problems and changing needs and will be expected to respond appropriately to aid in support and care of surgical patients.

VI.  SCOPE AND EFFECT

The incumbent will be responsible for the technical support for 10 anesthetizing locations on a daily basis which will significantly increase the efficiency of the anesthesiology staff physicians and allow them to focus on patient services requiring their personal expertise.  Occasionally, the incumbent will be required to support remote anesthetizing locations as indicated above.

VII.  PERSONAL CONTACTS

The incumbent will be required to interact effectively and appropriately on a daily basis with all operating room staff including nurses, surgeons, residents, perfusionists, as well as members of Anesthesiology Service.

VIII.  PHYSICAL DEMANDS

The work requires long hours of continuous activity, sometimes working in cramped spaces when operating room equipment in use must be modified or maintained while in use.

IX.  WORKING CONDITIONS

The work may require exposure to contagious and potentially fatal diseases (AIDS, hepatitis) through contact with patients.  The work may also be emotionally stressful during life threatening or other situations with extremely short response times and critical accuracy requirements.

